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Welcome to this production of Mozart’s The Magic Flute. This is an opera for the 
ages. Premiered on September 30, 1791, Mozart composed this opera for the 
people, as opposed to royalty, as was the custom of the day. The Magic Flute is 
an allegorical fantasy that is enjoyed on many levels by all age groups. Children 
will enjoy the fairy tale elements and adults will grasp the deeper meanings and 
universal themes.
The Magic Flute is a Singspiel, an opera that includes spoken dialogue. The opera 
was a result of collaboration between Mozart and Schikaneder’s theatrical troupe, 
which had been the resident company at the Theater auf der Wieden since 1789.
Mozart was a close friend of one of the singer-composers of the troupe, tenor 
Benedikt Schack (the first Tamino), and had contributed to the compositions of the 
troupe, which were often a joint effort.
The music of the opera is notable for its extreme difficulty and its simplicity. The 
librettist was an amateur singer for whom the part of Papageno was written.  Mo-
zart took the technical ability of each singer to account when composing the opera, 
which included both virtuosi and ordinary comic actors, engaged for this occasion. 
Thus, the vocal lines for Papageno and Monostatos (Johann Joseph Nouseul) are 
often introduced by the strings so that the singer could find his pitch!
In contrast, Mozart’s sister-in-law, Josepha Hofer, who premiered the role of the 
Queen of the Night, evidently needed little such help: this role is famous for its 
difficulty.
Because of its universal appeal, this opera has been produced in many different 
ways. Tonight’s performance will be a staged concert version. There are no sets 
or scenery, so you will have to use your imagination! Our talented singers and 
orchestra have done a superb job and we are thrilled to be able to offer one of Mo-
zart’s most beloved operas here at KSU. Thank you for attending and supporting 
this production of Mozart’s The Magic Flute.
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Synopsis
A serpent chases Prince Tamino. When he falls unconscious, three ladies in the 
service of the Queen of the Night emerge and kill the beast. They leave to tell 
the queen, and Tamino awakens, assuming he was saved by Papageno, a good-
natured bird-catcher who has just arrived. When Papageno accepts the credit, 
the three ladies reappear and padlock his lips to punish him for lying. They show 
Tamino a picture of Pamina, the beautiful daughter of their queen, and he im-
mediately falls in love with her. When they tell him she has been kidnapped by 
a magician named Sarastro, the Queen appears and asks Tamino to rescue Pa-
mina. He agrees, and the ladies free Papageno, giving him a set of magic bells 
and Tamino a magic flute for protection.   Papageno, sent ahead by Tamino, arrives 
at Sarastro’s palace. A villainous guard, Monostatos, is attempting to seduce Pa-
mina, but is scared off by Papageno. The bird-catcher tells Pamina that Tamino 
has fallen in love with her and plans to rescue her. Pamina rejoices that she now 
has somebody to love, and the lonely Papageno dreams of a wife.   Three boys lead 
Tamino to the entrance of a temple in Sarastro’s palace. A priest, informs him that 
the Queen is really the evil one and that the good Sarastro was merely trying to 
free Pamina from her mother’s dark influence. Tamino departs to find Pamina, who 
has escaped from Sarastro’s palace with Papageno. Monostatos soon finds them, 
but Papageno plays his magic bells, rendering the villains harmless. Sarastro en-
ters and tells Pamina she is free to marry but not to return to her mother. Monos-
tatos drags in Tamino and demands a reward, but is instead punished for his evil 
deeds. Sarastro orders the priests to take Tamino and Pamina to the temple for 
purification.
ACT II
Sarastro informs the priests that Tamino and Papageno must undergo initiation 
rites to determine their worthiness to enter the Temple of Light. Brave Tamino 
and faint-hearted Papageno receive contradictory counsel from the priests and 
the Queen’s three ladies but decide to follow the priests’ advice. The Queen vis-
its Pamina, commanding her to murder Sarastro. Horrified, Pamina refuses and 
begs Sarastro to forgive her mother. He agrees, declaring that only love, not ven-
geance, will lead to peace and happiness.   As part of their initiation trials, Tamino 
and Papageno are sworn to silence. An old woman appears briefly to Papageno, 
declaring that she is really 18 years old and in love with him. Pamina arrives but 
misunderstands Tamino’s silence and leaves heartbroken.   The old woman returns 
to the lovesick Papageno. The Priest promises him that if he swears fidelity to the 
woman, she will be the wife of whom he has dreamed. When Papageno agrees, 
the old woman is transformed into the young Papagena, but she is quickly ordered 
away by the Priest.  Meanwhile, Pamina, about to commit suicide using the dagger 
her mother meant for Sarastro, is prevented by the three boys, who take her to 
Tamino. Pamina joins him in the final trial, and the pair emerges unscathed thanks 
to the magic of Tamino’s flute.   The three boys encounter Papageno attempting 
to hang himself and suggest that instead he play his magic bells. When he does, 
Papagena appears and the two declare their love and their intent to raise a large 
family. Monostatos joins forces with the Queen of the Night to kill Sarastro, but 
their plan is foiled when their powers are magically destroyed and they are cast 
into eternal night. Sarastro, joined by Tamino and Pamina, celebrates the victory 
of light over darkness.
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Upcoming Events
Unless otherwise noted, all events will take place at 8:00 pm in Morgan Concert Hall.
We welcome all guests with special needs and offer the following services: easy access, 
companion seating locations, accessible restrooms, and assisted listening devices. Please 
contact a patron services representative at 770-423-6650 to request services.
Saturday, November 16
Mixed Chamber Ensembles
10 am  •  2 pm  •  4:30 pm
Wednesday, November 20
Symphony Orchestra with Jeremy Denk, 
piano
Thursday, November 21
Phillharmonic & Concert Band
Tuesday, November 26
Jazz Ensembles
Monday, December 2
Percussion Ensemble
Tuesday, December 3
Choral Ensembles
Wednesday, December 4
Georgia Brass Band
Saturday, December 7
KSU Community and Alumni Choir
Kennesaw State University School of Music
The School of Music at KSU has dedicated, vibrant, and talented faculty and staff 
that are completely devoted to teaching, performing, scholarship, and serving our 
community. It is an incredibly exciting place to study, boasting state-of-the-art fa-
cilities with opportunities to produce and explore music in a dynamic place that 
is ahead of the curve for what it means to be a musician in the 21st century. Our 
students come from the leading musical honor organizations across the region 
and are poised to lead the cultural offerings and musical education in our area and 
beyond for years to come. 
We welcome you to attend a concert, meet our faculty and staff, and feel the en-
ergy and excitement that our students exude. We are fully committed to our pur-
pose as educators, performers, and scholars. We hope that you will find as much 
enjoyment in our product as we do in producing it. 
Connect with the School of Music
For more information about the School of Music, connect with us online at the web-
sites below. Tweet at us during tonight’s concert from Morgan Hall’s Tweet Seats 
to connect with fellow concertgoers during the performance.
facebook.com/musicKSU     twitter.com/musicKSU     youtube.com/musicKSU
ksutv.kennesaw.edu/musicKSU      musicKSU.com
Please consider a gift to the Kennesaw State University School of Music.
 http://community.kennesaw.edu/GiveToMusic 
